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The Norwegian planning system 

Planning act,  National guidelines,  White 

papers

Regional (county) plan

Local land-use plans (legally binding)

Municipal master-plan
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National planning tasks

• National expectations

• National guidelines for planning 

• National decisions  for planning

• National land-use planning 

• Plan initiative;  Joint plan

• Objection decisions



Regional and local government 

Regional  level: 19 
counties

• County council & mayor

• County administration

• Regional commissioner 

• Regional state agencies

Rogaland  

county

26  

municipalities

Local level:  430 

municipalities

• Municipal council & mayor

• Municipal administration



City transformation,  compact

growth

city growth in reverse: from outwards to inwards

good for climate, environment, land use, 

transport
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